
Yea

r 7 

 Enquiry Question Conceptu

al focus 

Substantive 

focus 

Big Story 

Focus 

Leads 

to… 

Builds on… Enquiry outcome task and 

formative assessment(Whole 

class feedback/Individualised 

feedback via Tick Sheet) 

1 How "dark" were 

the Dark Ages? 

Sources 

and 

Evidence; 

Similarity 

and 

Difference 

The fall of 

Roman Britain 

and the Anglo-

Saxon Age. 

 

Ordinary 

lives 

The 

Norma

n 

Conqu

est 

KS2 

National 

Curriculum 

Single paragraph answering 

the EQ referencing knowledge 

from the enquiry. (WCF) 

2 How did a 

Norman become 

King of England in 

1066? 

Causation The events of 

1066. 

Sources 

of power 

/ Conflict 

Norma

n 

Englan

d 

Anglo-

Saxon 

England 

Single paragraph focusing on 

the reasons for William’s 

victory. (TS) 

3 How much did 

England change 

during the 

Norman 

Conquest? 

Change 

and 

Continuity 

Norman 

England. 

Ordinary 

lives / 

Sources 

of power 

  2 sided argument comprising 

of two paragraphs: for and 

against statement. (TS) 

4 What sources 

reveal the most 

about medieval 

peasants? 

Sources 

and 

Evidence 

The lives of 

medieval 

peasants. 

Ordinary 

lives 

 Anglo 

Saxon and 

Norman 

England 

1- 2 paragraph evaluation of 

which evidence can tell us the 

most about a specific group. 

(WCF) 

5 What can the life 

of Eleanor of 

Aquitaine tell us 

about who held 

power in the 

Middle Ages? 

Significanc

e; Similarity 

and 

Difference 

 Sources 

of power 

  Source evaluation task (TS) 

6 What does the 

life of Mansa 

Musa reveal 

about medieval 

Mali? 

Significanc

e 

 Sources 

of power  

  Multi paragraph essay 

response (WCF) 



7 In what ways did 

the Reformation 

matter to 

ordinary people? 

Change 

and 

Continuity 

 Ordinary 

lives / 

Sources 

of power 

  Multi paragraph essay 

response (TS) 

8 How has the 

power of the 

monarchy 

changed over 

time? 

Change 

and 

Continuity 

 Sources 

of power 

  Timeline/graph (WCF) 

9 Who lived in 

'British' America? 

Similarity 

and 

Difference 

 Ordinary 

lives / 

Empire 

  Annotated map of the 

Americas (WCF) 

 Year 8 

1 What can 

different sources 

tell us about the 

birth of the USA? 

Causation 

/ Sources 

and 

evidence 

 Sources 

of power 

/ Empire 

  Source evaluation paragraph 

(WCF) 

2 How far did 

working 

conditions 

improve over the 

nineteenth 

century? 

Change 

and 

Continuity 

/ Sources 

and 

Evidence 

 Ordinary 

lives / 

Protest 

  2-3 Paragraph response to the 

EQ (TS) 

3 Why does it 

matter what we 

call the 1857 

conflict in India? 

Interpretati

ons 

 Empire    2-3 paragraph response to the 

EQ (TS) 

4 What did British 

colonialism look 

like in the 

nineteenth 

century? 

Similarity 

and 

Difference 

 Empire   Table comparing similarity and 

difference of colonial 

experience and governance 

(WCF) 

5 Why did one 

death lead to so 

many in 1914? 

Causation  Conflict   2-3 paragraph explanation 

linking long and short term 

causes (WCF) 

6 Is ‘Lions led by 

Donkeys’ a true 

Interpretati

ons 

 Conflict   2 sided argument comprising 

of two paragraphs: for and 

against statement 



judgement of 

WW1? 

incorporating the views of 

historians and how valid these 

are (TS) 

7 Why are different 

stories told about 

Britain's journey to 

democracy? 

Interpretati

ons / 

Causation 

 Sources 

of power 

/ Protest 

  Single paragraph 

incorporating all three 

interpretations (Whig, Working 

Class, Suffragette stories) 

(WCF) 

8 Was Lenin the key 

reason for 

Bolshevik 

success? 

Causation   Sources 

of power 

/ Conflict 

  Single paragraph answering 

the question (WCF) 

9 Which sources 

can best 

describe the 

reality of Stalin’s 

USSR? 

Sources 

and 

evidence 

 Ordinary 

lives 

  Source utility essay evaluating 

at least two sources to answer 

the EQ (TS) 

10 How should we 

remember 

‘Bomber 

County’? 

Interpretati

ons 

 Conflict   Evaluation paragraph of a 

historical interpretation (TS) 

11 What did Hannah 

Arendt argue 

about the 

Holocaust? 

Interpretati

ons 

 Conflict   Analytical paragraph 

discussing Arendt’s thesis 

(WCF) 

 Year 9 

21 How did India 

achieve 

independence in 

1947? 

Causation  Conflict / 

Sources 

of power 

/ Empire 

  Comparative judgement 

paragraph – explaining why 

one factor was more 

important than others (TS) 

22 Who 

'decolonised' in 

the twentieth 

century? 

Similarity 

and 

Difference 

 Empire / 

Sources 

of power 

  2 paragraph comparison – 

similarities and differences in 

colonisation stories (WCF) 

23 How has British 

society changed 

since 1945? 

Change 

and 

Continuity 

/ Sources 

 Ordinary 

lives 

  2 x source evaluation (TS) 



and 

Evidence 

24 What was 

Germany’s 

biggest problem 

after WW1? 

Significanc

e 

 Protest / 

Conflict / 

Ordinary 

lives / 

Sources 

of power 

   

25 Did Weimar 

Germany have a 

Golden Age? 

Similarity 

and 

Difference 

 Ordinary 

lives  

   

26 Why did Hitler 

gain power in 

1933? 

Causation  Sources 

of power 

/ Conflict 

/ Protest 

   

 


